
Why Is Underground Lottery Illegal? 
Risks and Laws Uncovered 
Lottery has long been a popular form of entertainment and gambling in 
many countries, including Vietnam. For decades, the Vietnamese 
government has regulated official lotteries to provide a safe, 
transparent, and legal way for people to enjoy the thrill of chance while 
contributing to social welfare projects. However, alongside these 
legitimate lotteries exists the phenomenon of underground lotteries, 
which remain illegal. This article explores why underground lotteries 
are banned, the risks they pose, and the legal framework surrounding 
them. For those interested in the Đồng Tháp lottery or "Xổ số Đồng 
Tháp," you can legally participate, watch live draws, predict results, 
and access valuable evaluations at xosodongthap.vip—a trusted 
source dedicated to Đồng Tháp lottery enthusiasts. 

 



Understanding Underground Lottery 

An underground lottery is an illegal gambling operation that functions 
outside government regulation and licensing. These lotteries often 
mimic official lotteries in form, such as offering similar number draws 
and prize structures, but they operate secretly and without oversight. 
In Vietnam, these underground lotteries may be run by criminal groups 
or individuals seeking quick profit through unregulated gambling. 

Unlike the official lottery, which is licensed by the government and 
contributes to public welfare funds, underground lotteries evade 
taxation, lack transparency, and often prey on vulnerable players. 

Why Is Underground Lottery Illegal in Vietnam? 

1. Protecting the Public Interest and Social Order 

The primary reason underground lotteries are illegal is to protect 
public interest and maintain social order. Gambling can become 
addictive and financially ruinous for individuals, families, and 
communities. By regulating lotteries through a legal framework, the 
government can control the scale, ensure fairness, and restrict 
excessive losses. 

Underground lotteries do not follow any regulations and often lead to 
severe social consequences. They can fuel debt, family breakdowns, 
and even criminal behavior. 

2. Preventing Crime and Illegal Activities 

Underground lotteries are frequently linked with organized crime, 
money laundering, and corruption. Because they operate outside legal 
boundaries, these operations are often used to fund other illegal 
activities or exploit vulnerable individuals. 



The Vietnamese government prohibits underground lotteries as part of 
broader efforts to combat crime and protect the economy from illicit 
flows of money. 

3. Ensuring Fairness and Transparency 

Legal lotteries in Vietnam are conducted with strict rules to ensure 
fairness. The drawing process is public and transparent, and winnings 
are paid out according to fixed rules. Conversely, underground 
lotteries operate without oversight, so players have no guarantee of 
fairness or prize payments. 

The potential for rigged draws, non-payment of winnings, or fraud is 
extremely high in underground lotteries, making them unsafe for 
players. 

4. Securing Revenue for Public Welfare 

One of the fundamental goals of official lotteries is to generate 
government revenue earmarked for social and public welfare 
programs. These funds are invested in healthcare, education, 
infrastructure, and poverty alleviation. 

Underground lotteries deprive the government of this revenue, 
undermining social development efforts. 

5. Protecting the Integrity of the Legal Lottery System 

Illegal lotteries distort the legal lottery market, reducing public 
confidence in official operators. When underground lotteries flourish, 
they divert players and funds away from regulated systems, affecting 
government programs dependent on lottery revenues. 

Maintaining the monopoly on lotteries is essential for the government 
to fulfill its regulatory and welfare roles effectively. 



Risks Associated with Underground Lotteries 

Participating in underground lotteries may seem tempting due to 
potentially larger payouts or easier access, but the associated risks far 
outweigh any benefits. 

1. Legal Risks and Penalties 

In Vietnam, participating in or organizing underground lotteries is a 
criminal offense. Those caught can face heavy fines, imprisonment, or 
other legal penalties. The government’s strict stance aims to 
discourage the spread of illegal gambling. 

Players may not realize that by participating, they expose themselves 
to legal consequences, including criminal records, which can affect 
their future employment and social standing. 

2. Financial Risks 

Underground lotteries offer no guarantees of prize payments. Many 
players fall victim to fraud, where operators refuse to pay out winnings 
or disappear with players’ money. Unlike official lotteries, there is no 
legal recourse or protection for victims. 

Additionally, unregulated lotteries often target low-income individuals, 
pushing them into cycles of debt and financial hardship. 

3. Lack of Transparency and Fairness 

Without government oversight, underground lotteries can manipulate 
results, creating false hope for players while ensuring profits for 
operators. The drawing processes are opaque and easily rigged. 

This lack of fairness undermines the very essence of lottery 
participation as a game of chance. 



4. Social and Psychological Harm 

The addiction potential of gambling is magnified in underground 
lotteries because they operate with no restrictions or responsible 
gaming measures. Players may lose large sums rapidly, leading to 
emotional distress, family conflicts, and social isolation. 

Illegal lotteries exacerbate these harms because support or 
intervention services are unavailable or inaccessible. 

5. Links to Other Crimes 

Underground lotteries often finance other criminal enterprises such as 
drug trafficking, human trafficking, and corruption. By supporting these 
illegal operations, players indirectly contribute to broader social harms. 

The government’s prohibition helps disrupt these dangerous criminal 
networks. 

Vietnamese Laws on Lottery and Gambling 

Legal Framework Governing Lotteries 

Vietnam regulates lottery activities through a series of laws and 
decrees that establish a legal framework for operations, licensing, and 
enforcement. The key laws include: 

●​ Law on Lottery 2016: Governs the issuance, distribution, and 
operation of lotteries. It stipulates licensing requirements, 
operational standards, and revenue allocation to social causes.​
 

●​ Penal Code: Criminalizes illegal gambling and lottery activities, 
including the organization and participation in underground 
lotteries, with penalties ranging from fines to imprisonment.​
 



●​ Decree on Handling Administrative Violations: Details fines 
and administrative measures for minor infractions related to 
gambling and lottery operations.​
 

What Activities Are Legal? 

Only lotteries licensed and approved by the government are legal. 
These include: 

●​ State-run lotteries: Such as the popular regional lotteries 
including “Xổ số miền Bắc,” “Xổ số miền Nam,” and “Xổ số miền 
Trung,” plus specialized lotteries like “Xổ số Đồng Tháp.”​
 

●​ Online lottery platforms authorized by the government: 
These platforms provide legal ways to check results, watch live 
draws, and participate within the law.​
 

Illegal Activities Related to Lottery 

●​ Organizing, promoting, or running lotteries without a license.​
 

●​ Selling lottery tickets without authorization.​
 

●​ Operating underground or unregulated lotteries.​
 

●​ Participating knowingly in illegal lottery schemes.​
 

Penalties can include: 

●​ Fines ranging from millions to billions of VND.​
 



●​ Imprisonment for organizers or repeat offenders.​
 

●​ Confiscation of illegal proceeds and assets.​
 

Government Enforcement 

Vietnamese authorities conduct regular crackdowns on underground 
lotteries and illegal gambling rings. These operations often result in 
arrests, closure of illegal venues, and confiscation of equipment. 
Public awareness campaigns educate citizens about the risks and 
legal consequences of participating in underground lotteries. 

How to Safely Participate in Lottery in Vietnam 

Given the risks and legal prohibitions surrounding underground 
lotteries, Vietnamese players are strongly encouraged to participate 
only in legal, licensed lottery systems. 

For those interested in the Đồng Tháp lottery or "Xổ số Đồng Tháp" a 
legal, transparent, and safe way to participate is through reputable 
platforms such as xosodongthap.vip. Here, players can: 

●​ Access accurate and up-to-date results.​
 

●​ Watch live broadcasts of the draws.​
 

●​ Explore expert predictions and evaluations.​
 

●​ Stay informed about all relevant lottery news.​
 

By using authorized sources, players enjoy a secure and lawful 
gaming experience without exposure to the dangers of underground 
lotteries. 

https://xosodongthap.vip/


Conclusion 

Underground lotteries remain illegal in Vietnam because they pose 
significant social, financial, and legal risks to individuals and society. 
They undermine the government’s ability to regulate gambling, 
generate social welfare funds, and maintain public order. The 
Vietnamese legal system strictly prohibits these unregulated lotteries, 
imposing penalties to protect citizens and the community. 

For Vietnamese players passionate about lotteries, including the 
beloved Đồng Tháp lottery, the safest and most responsible choice is 
to engage only through official, licensed channels. Platforms like 
xosodongthap.vip provide a trustworthy and lawful way to enjoy 
lottery participation while avoiding the perils of underground gambling. 

Remember, gambling should always be a form of entertainment, not a 
path to financial or legal trouble. Stay informed, play responsibly, and 
support legal lottery systems to contribute positively to Vietnam’s 
social development. 
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